[Morphofunctional features of the secretory cells of the adenohypophysis and adrenal glands of the rat during aging].
Karyometric and electron microscopic investigation has been performed in the adenohypophyseal secretory cells, in the cortex and medulla of the adrenal glands in mature (6 months) and ageing (25-26 months) white male rats. The diameter of the corticotropic cell nuclei of the adenohypophysis significantly increases with age. In the secretory cells of the adrenal cortex and medulla no important changes in their parameters are revealed. With age destructive changes of the ultrastructures are manifested variously in different types of the secretory cells in the endocrinic glands studied. In the corticotropic, somatotropic, thyreotropic cells of the adenohypophysis, in spongiocytes of the adrenal cortex, compensatory ultrastructural rearrangements develop; they are aimed to preserve functional activity of the cells mentioned. No age changes are revealed in ultrastructure of chromaffin cells of the adrenal medulla.